Technology assessment and the evaluation of implanted medical devices.
Technology assessment is attracting new attention and funding as concern about costs and effectiveness of health care grows. This article provides a general overview of technology assessment and relates recent trends and future prospects specifically to the use and evaluation of implanted medical devices. In the next decade we may expect to see renewed interest in technology assessment as pressure to control health care costs continues and as a different focus of evaluation emerges that emphasizes patient preferences and quality of life in addition to traditional measures of safety, efficacy, and cost-effectiveness. These pressures and forces will act to increase the visibility and importance of proper assessment of medical technology, and the field may more nearly achieve its early promise as a tool to make medical care more rational.